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Abstract

The significance of this study stems from the fact that
hypocrisy represents one of the gravest threats to the Muslim
community. Accordingly, the study aims to examine the Qur’anic
portrayal of the statements and actions of the hypocrites, to
expose their inner moftives, refute their arguments, and clarify the
means of safeguarding against their harm and deception.

The study begins by defining hypocrisy both linguistically and
technica]ly. It then analyzes the outward actions of the hypocrites
during the Battle of Tabuk, as presented in Surat al-Tawbah. The
discussion first focuses on actions related to speech, inchuding:
swearing falsely by God, seeking permission from the Prophet &
out of fear of combat. stirring discord, harming and maligning
the Prophet = and his Cnmpamnns enjoining what is wrong and
forbidding what is right, and offering excuses for remaining
behind after the conclusion of the campaign.

The research further examines other outward actions not related
to speech, such as withdrawing from collective affairs, disbelief
in God and His Messenger, performing prayer with reluctance,
seeking discord, and opposing God and His Messenger.

With regard to the inward actions of the heart, the study
addresses several defining characteristics of the hypocrites,
including doubt and skepticism, the pursuit of discord, deep-
seated resentment toward the Prophet = and the believers, pride
in wealth and offspring, extreme avoidance of confrontation, lack
of contentment, fear of exposure, mockery of faith, miserliness,
forgetfulness of God, moral corruption, rejoicing at remaining
behind the Messenger of God, aversion to striving in the cause of
God, and fearing people more than God.

The study concludes with several key findings, most notably that
disbelief and hypocrisy constitute a single ideological entity
across different times and places, and that hypocrisy is among the
greatest obstacles to the progress of nations, serving as a
fundamental factor in their stagnation and decline.
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