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Abstract:

Study Title: The Image of Man in Contemporary Discourse:
Between the Logic of Material Formation and the Value of
Human Dignity. Research Objective: This study aims to ground
the concept of human dignity based on Islamic legislative sources
(the Quran and Sunnah) and derive its core dimensions. It also
seeks to analyze the manifestations of contemporary materialistic
discourse in media, advertising, and digital communication,
highlighting its impact on human consciousness and identity.
Research Problem: The problem lies in the rise of contemporary
consumerist material discourse, which reduces the image of man
from an "honored vicegerent" bearing the trust of stewardship to
a mere "consumed body" or an "economic number" within the
production system. This reduction has generated profound moral,
social, and psychological crises, including human alienation and
objectification. = Research Methodology: The study adopted a
descriptive, analytical, and critical approach to classify the
portrayals of man in contemporary discourse, deconstruct the
components of material formation versus human dignity
intellectually and philosophically, and evaluate their real-world
implications. Key Findings: The research reveals a stark conflict
in contemporary discourse between two views of man: a
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materialistic view that reduces him to instincts, bodies, and
production, and a humanistic/faith-based view that affirms his
inherent dignity, value, and meaning. The study demonstrates
that Islam uniquely establishes human dignity as a fixed, absolute
principle derived directly from divine honor rather than human
grants or productive capacity.  The absence of the logic of
dignity in certain contemporary discourses has led to severe
crises, such as identity fragmentation, materialism, the
objectification of humans, and the transformation of social
relations into transactional consumerist deals. Main
Recommendations:  Reconstructing cultural, media, and
educational discourses around the core value of "human dignity"
as an inviolable baseline. Enacting national and international
laws and legislation that criminalize any form of human dignity
degradation or the commodification of human beings. Fostering
the concept of "Stewardship (Istikhlaf)" among individuals and
institutions to move beyond passive consumerism.

Keywords: Image of Man, Contemporary Discourse, Material
Formation, Human Dignity, Media and Consumption, Islamic
Perspective
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