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12 - BEL Alfred, la Religion Musulmane en Berbérie op-cit, p 342.
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The Nonfictional Short Story of Prophet Moses and Alkhidr

Moses was less important in the structure ofthe story i.e.( flat character).
The language of it is the language of dialogue, so that it can be changed
into drama. Also the story can be read in one session, however it does
not need much time to read it thoroughly.

The story shows us that there is no all-knowing person on earth, but
Allah the greatest is the only all-knowing. Also the story teaches us
that: “ being patient is not an easy behavior ). What we can get is that:
dialogue as communicative technique is the best way to be adopted in
learning new information. The researcher thinks that this is one of the
challenging miracles of the stories of the holy Quran particularly, and
the holy Quran in general. The researcher feels that other notions might
be still not researched, therefore he recommends the following:

1. The communicative approach to teaching is implicitly depicted

In this story, so the researcher recommends and encourages researchers,
specifically teachers to conduct other papers or researches to explain it.

2 . Also journeys for comprehensive knowledge must be prepared. That
can be a gained lesson from this journey. This notion needs another
research.

3. The researcher recommends that teachers have to conduct a research
to discover the way of motivation that Al-Kidir adopted to arouse
Musa’s aptitude to learn from him. Al- khidir says: Surely you
can not have patience with me, and how can you have patience
in that of which you have not got a comprehensive knowledge?.
The researcher thinks that is a signal which proves that curricula
of (knowledge) should be imposed in students backgrounds. And
students must be reoriented by the syllabus thoroughly before they
start studying it, so as to have patience for leaning it.

4. The researcher recommends dramatists to dramatize this incident as
educational sketch.

5. The researcher recommends that, this incident should be taken as
a sample of the educational methodology for learners to adopt by
their teachers or instructors.
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7. Also we can infer from this story, the motto of apologizing to others ,
and after that evidence is a must in justifying or proofing things.
The researcher sees that all these benefits can be inferred from
this short story.

The results

The researcher sees that this story separately can be classified as
a short story for the reasons the researcher asserted previously in the
introduction, and to remind the reader about some crucial conditions
which must be available so as to justify this story as a short story, the
researcher comes out with the following results:

1. This story conveys one idea, here is searching for comprehensive
knowledge. Moses travelled a long exhausting journey for meeting
Al-khidir, to know the science which was known by Al-kidir, but he
did not. That of course was revealed to him by Allah the all-knowing.
So this result gives a proof to justify this story as a short story

2.The short story is narrated in a limited or précised form. And this
condition is fulfilled in this story, the form of it is short enough to
encourage the reader to follow it in one session. This is another
condition to consider this story as a short story.

3. The characters are few, only two main characters, Moses and Al-
khidir (peace upon him). This supports the hypotheses of the paper .

4.This story includes all other elements of narrative, like ( theme,
setting, characterization, conflict, plot...etc ), this shows that this
incident can be considered as a story with its own characteristics.

5.1t can be read and comprehended in one session, or while travelling
from place to another. This is one of the merits of a short story.

Comments on the Story and Recommendations
The story, as the researcher mentions with its separate form, looks
like a short story because it conveys one idea which is “travelling or
searching for comprehensive knowledge. It is essential and preferable”.
Characters are only two, and the role of the young man who accompanied
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other hand the holy Quran narrate the stories in a more creative way,
i.e. the form of the story can be read as along story or a(novel), and can
be recognized also as incidents. We can read the story in both forms,
short story as incidents and images, and along story which indicates
a novel. For example this story of Moses (peace be upon him) can be
treated as along story and as a short one!. Look at the story between him
and Shuaib. When left Egypt searching for security, between him and
Pharaoh, between him and Al-Kidir...etc these images can be treated as
short stories with all the characteristics of short stories!. On the other
hand, when you join them together they give you a form of along story
which can be considered as a novel!. to the researcher this is an amazing
literary creation. This let the researcher considers that the Holy Quran is
really a concrete source of literary aesthetics if researchers study, search
and analyze the contents in a researching way and wisdom.

The General Benefits and Results we may Infer from this Story

Saad Abu-Aziz in his book (Stories of the Holy Quran. p 414)
mentioned eight benefits from this story as follows:

1. The journey for knowledge is preferable, and increasing knowledge
is truly objective.

2. Itis permissible to ask for feeding when there is a need.

3. Any person must not claim that he is the all-knowing, but must
believe that the Almighty Allah is the only one who knows what
has happened, and what will happen thereafter.

4. being humble and active is very important than claiming that you are
all-knowing.

5. encouraging being modest and patient in searching for knowledge,
and not to assume that you are the knower.

6. being a true believer of what Allah the almighty destines to you. Some
things occur and they may come out of your knowledge. majority

of people may not understand how incidents happen to them, and
what significances behind that!. Only Allah the all-knowing knows,
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2.The Killing of a Boy who was Non-Believer:

They proceeded, and they came to some boys who were playing.
Al-khidir caught one of them, (who was a non-believer) and killed him,
Moses rejected that action and Al-Khidir reminded him to keep the
agreement firmly. Moses requested him not to blame him for what he
had forgotten. Then he promise not to ask Al-khidr again a bout what
he would do!. However Moses could not stay patient. The third incident
verified that. Of course that was the will and estimate of Allah who is
the Almighty, the Al-knowing.

3. The Building of Wall which was a bout to Fall, in a Town, where
the People refused to welcome them:

Then they continued their journey. They entered a town, and asked
the people welcome them, but they refused. Al-Khidr found a wall
which was a bout to fall in that town. He built it again. Moses criticized
that action: “ if he had wished, he could have taken wages for it”. So
Al-Khidir told Moses that was the departure between them. Then he
explained all the things that he had done, and on which Moses could not
hold patience. He also revealed to him that, he was commanded by Allah
the all-knowing to do so those actions were not done by his own will or
intention. That was the story between Moses and Al-Khidir (peace be
upon them). The researcher thinks that it was a journey not for money
or marriage, but the ultimate cause was comprehensive knowledge. The
researcher thinks that this can be considered as a concrete reason for
journeys. And he required about the way of preparing food for travelling.
The researcher asked himself: Why did Moses (peace be upon him) take
fish as food for travelling, instead of other kind of food!?

The Miraculous Creation of the Narrative of the Holy Quran

It is obvious to find a novel or short story in one form, in a chain
of series of incidents which is called (plot ). As a reader you have to
read it thoroughly to amuse yourself, but if you miss a section of these
incidents from the story, the image or even the structure of the story
will be confused and you may feel it is an incomplete story. On the
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the next day. The young man forgot to inform his boss about the missed
fish. They became tired. Moses asked his companion to bring them their
dinner. Yusha informed him that the fish got into the sea while he was
sleep. Then they had a rest at a rock. Moses who was revealed to him
what will happen did not feel angry!, and he followed the traces of the
fish in the sea, where Allah the most Powerful caught the current of the
sea, so that the traces of the fish looked as if they were on a sand!. When
they reached the mentioned rock they saw a man who sat on a green
carpet,and covered himself with a (thobe). So Moses greeted him with
(Salamu Alaikum). He responded the greeting, and asked Moses who
he was. Moses told him that he was Moses Bin Omran, the Prophet for
the Jews. Alkhidr asked him about the reason of the journey. Moses told
him that he came searching for him in order to teach him knowledge
from what he has been taught and informed!. Al- Khidir told him that
he would not be able to hold patience with him, but Moses insisted
to follow him. By the aid of Allah, he will find him patient. Moses
accompanied Al-Khidir on condition that he should not ask him about
what he would do. So far Moses (peace be upon him) could not be able
to fulfill the condition between him and Al-akhidir . And he asked Al-
khidir about any- thing he did. At last Al-Khidir explained to Moses all
the secrets of what he had done.

The Knowledge of “No all- knowing, but
only Allah is the all knowing”

1. Al-Kkidir Scuttled the Ship:

Then they proceeded in the teaching journey with an agreement that
Moses should never asks him till Al-Khidr himself mention it to Moses!.
So they proceeded till they got into a ship. Later Al-Khidir scuttled it,
Moses asked him: “you have scuttled it to make its people drown?
Al-Khidir reminded Musa about his promise to keep patience. Moses
promised him not to be hasty and hotheaded again. The benefit we get
is that: Man kind is usually in a hurry and wants to discover the results
of any coming new issue or incident at once, he does not keep patience.
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Theoretical Background
What is short story:

It is the story which has one theme or message and limited characters,
usually two characters. It is simple and not complex. Woolf in her book
“Literature” Burgess in his book “English Literature” asserts that : “ it
is the story which can be read in one session”. According to this notion
the researcher can say that the incident between Al-Khidir and Musa
separately represents a short story, and as the incident between him and
Pharaoh and between him and Shuaib(peace be upon him). The story is
full of such images. The literary amazing fact is that, each image acts
as a short story, and all the images gathered together form a long story,
of a novel merits!.

About the Story of Prophet Moses (Peace be upon him)
What is the Reason of the Story?

Ibn-Abass said: “ One day Moses addressed children of -Israel
and then the audience asked him about the most learnt man? Moses
answered that he was the most learnt person!. Then Allah (the All-
Knowing) blamed him for not referring the knowledge to Allah (the
All-Knowing). So Allah revealed to Moses that there was a man who
knows better than him. Moses asked Allah the Almighty to let him meet
that man!. Allah told him to take a fish in “maktal”, (a large bag). Then
go searching for him in a certain direction. Allah revealed to Moses that
he would find the man where he had lost the fish!.(Bokhari, in 65 book
of interpretation Al-Kahf, Hadeeth 4725, 4727).

The Journey for Knowledge

Moses went searching for Al-Khidir accompanied by a young man
named (Yusha),who was carrying the fish as food when travelling!.
When they reached a certain rock, they slept because Moses became
very tired. So the fish crept out of the bag where it was kept and went
into the sea, but the young man who accompanied Moses did not wake
up his boss. When Moses woke up they continued their journey until
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2. It may turn the attention of people in general to the aspect of literature
in the stories of the holy Quran

3 . It may explain one of the most interesting short stories of the holy
Quran which indicates searching for comprehensive knowledge.

4. Also it may explain the amazing style of the Holy Quran in narrating
a story, i.e. if you look at the story as a whole, it looks like a novel,
but when you read it in terms of incidents separately, they look like
short stories!. This style may not be found in narrating stories which
are written by human being.

Questions of the Study:

1.How dose the Holy Quran narrate the story of Moses?

2. Is the story of Moses and Al-khidr a short story?

3.What are the benefits that this story provides?

Hypotheses:

1. The Holy Quran narrates true stories, in imagery incidents (plot).

2. The story of Prophet Moses and Al-kidir(peace be upon them)
represents a short story.

3. We can gain family and social benefits from this story.
Significant of the Study:

The study shows how the Holy Quran narrates stories. Also the study
reports the importance of the interaction between learner and teacher.
On the other hand , the story shows one of

the tools of communicative approach to learners i.e. ( Dialogue )

Methodology of the Study:

The researcher use the content analysis and the descriptive
methodology to accomplish the dimensions of this story.
Scope of the Research:

The limits of this research about the story of Prophet Moses and Al-
khidir (peace be upon them) that concern the story between Al-Khidr
and Moses (peace be upon them) form the whole story.
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The Nonfictional Short Story of Prophet Moses and Alkhidr
(A Journey for Comprehensive Knowledge)

Dr.Abdalla Alsheikh Mohammed Hassib!

Introduction

This is one of the tenth images of the whole story of Moses (peace be
upon him). The researcher thinks that it is a short story because it has
one idea: Which is (searching for knowledge) as Saad Yusuf Abu Aziz
asserted in his book “The Stories of the Quran Lessons and instructive
Admonition”(p.414), The limited characters (Moses and Al-Khidir) and
the dialogue between them. So far these are the characteristics of a short
story when we treat it separately. On the other hand, it is an image of
a long story of prophet Moses (peace be upon him). and one of the ten
images that comes in ten locations through the Holy Quran, comprising
one story i.e. the story of Prophet Moses. At this level the story is nearly
to be classified as a novel rather than a short story. So the researcher
sees this is one of the literally miracles of the Glorious Quran.

The Problem of the Research:

The stories of the holy Quran are true and rich of many literary,
humanitarian and social values, but unfortunately Muslim writers do not
research, present or introduce these values to people. This actually let
Non-Muslims to describe Muslims’ literary communities with literary-
poorer communities. The researcher in this paper tries to explain that
the Holy Quran is very rich enough with literary values, and those who
say this falsehood are either negligent or ignorant of this immortelle
book ( the Holy Quran ).

The Objectives of the Study:

The study objectives are as follows:

1 .This paper may present one of the literary creations of the stories of
the Holy Quran, i.e. an incident from a long story(story of Prophet
Moses ( peace be upon him), in a form of a short story.

1 School of languages —University Holy Quran and Islamic Sciences
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